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The City of St. Martin is located in central Minnesota nestled within 
the rolling hills and valleys of the Sauk River Valley in Stearns County.
The demographics for the City of St. Martin are as follows:
population. 350 residents
median resident age. 31.6 years 
City land area. 0.95 square miles, resulting in a low density
median household income. $44,791 
median home value. $142,259
race. 98% white, 2% other 
heritage. German descent, 80.9%  
high school graduation rate. 70.6% 
employment base. construction and agriculture. 
(source: city-data.com)
The income and home value rates are approximately 15% less 
than state of Minnesota averages. The ethnic diversity of the city is 
significantly less than the state as a whole.
With the assistance of a community visioning project, the ‘Healthy 
Communities Partnership’ set up by the Initiative Foundation of 
Central Minnesota, residents have identified a walking trail as a 
community priority. 
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introduction
source: bing.com
N
Located directly east of the St. Martin town center a 54 acre parcel 
has been deemed the starting point for a city trail system.  This 
parcel, identified as the Terres Farm site, is the focus of this report. 
A site analysis has been conducted which has led to two possible 
designs on the site.  The trails will be accessible to all residents and 
require minimal maintenance.  The natural character of the site will 
be kept in tact.
In the future, the trails at the Terres Farm site hope to serve as a 
connection to regional trail systems. The Wobegon Trail is located 
to the northeast and the Glacial Lakes State Trail is located to the 
northwest.  There are also proposed trails along the Sauk River that 
could be connected to the Terres Farm site providing additional 
recreational opportunities for residents and visitors to the area.
site
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Terres Farm site, 
west of City of St. Martin
source: google.comCity of St. Martin
Site
Site
N
N
The Terres Farm site will reach a variety of users in the City of St. 
Martin as well as serve the surrounding communities. The ‘Healthy 
Communities Partnership’ conducted a visioning process inviting all 
residents to weigh in on recreational and active community needs. 
This process identified the main user groups to be: 
 
children. Families with young children are abundant in the area.  
There is a lack of recreational opportunities for this group caused 
by a lack of connections to open spaces.  There are two ballparks 
and three park areas in the town of St. Martin however, the ability 
to move between them or to them could be hazardous.  There are 
no sidewalks along Maine Street to connect the areas.  The Terres 
Farm site would provide a starting point for these connections with 
entrances from the main park, Maine Street itself as well as northern 
access from  a parking lot on River Street/Co Rd 195.   
senior citizens. The City of St. Martin has a small senior population in 
need of a safe and accessible place to recreate. Recent construction 
of senior housing along Maine Street provides a modern living space 
for this user group, however, there is no place for residents to walk 
in a scenic and natural area.  The ballpark is directly across the street 
from them, the park to the north, but these are for active recreation 
which does not meet the needs of this user group.  The Terres Farm 
site will provide direct access to a natural setting with accessible 
paths and entrances for the passive recreational needs of this group.
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user groups
Cenex along Maine Street, used by all in St. Martin
The Terres Farm site is being generously donated to the City of St. 
Martin for non-motorized recreational use.  The conservation-minded 
benefactor and the City of St. Martin hope to preserve the site over 
time through the incorporation of a land trust. The trust will protect 
the site from future development and secure the conservation of the 
native landscape through the creation of an easement. 
The construction of the site will be completed through the help of 
St. Martin citizens and businesses.  The trail will be constructed out 
of wood chips donated by a local manufacturer. Local residents will 
donate their manpower and equipment to create the trails on the site.
There are many land management agencies that are stakeholders 
in this site. The Sauk River Watershed District may be interested in 
working with the City of St. Martin in conjunction with regional 
watershed initiatives. The US Fish and Wildlife Service office in 
Litchfield offers programs that could assist in economic support for 
the creation of trails on the Terres farm site. One of these programs 
uses a portion or federal exise taxes on firearms and ammunition 
to preserve private land. It is hoped that there will be continued 
assistance from the Little Falls based Initiative Foundation of Central 
Minnesota and the Healthy Communities Partnership Team for the 
future maintenance and design of the Terres Farm trails and wetlands.
Another possible funding source are local organizations and 
businesses.  They can be called upon to hold fund-raisers or provide 
sponsorship of wayfinding and informational signs along the trails.
funding sources
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Barn, Terres Farm Homestead
The Terres Farm site is approximately 54 acres in size located directly east 
of the city center. It is bounded to the North by River Street/County Road 
195 and existing farmlands border the site along its western, southern and 
eastern borders.  An uninhabitable farmstead, home and barn, exist at the 
southeastern corner of the site. 
topography.  The landscape of Central Minnesota was created by glaciers 
retreating 10,000 years ago. Though much of the area surrounding St. Martin, 
including the site itself,  has been cultivated, remnants of virgin prairie, 
wetlands, and scattered woodlots can still be found. The site several high 
points suitable for stops along the trail (see inset map and appendix map h, 
p.26). The second highest point in Minnesota is several miles east of the site 
and can be viewed from the eastern most high point on the parcel. There is 
a significant ditch running southwest from the northernmost wetland (see 
inset map) which appears to be 3 to 5 feet in depth
wetlands. With the assistance of Stearns County Environmental Services 
Wetlands Specialist Greg Betchold, a rough delineation of wetlands on the 
site were created (see inset map). These areas are filled with native flora and 
fauna. In years past, the large wetland on the northern portion of the site was 
used by children as a skating pond in winter months. These amenities will be 
protected in the design process.  It is suggested to add ditch plugs to each 
area to maximize the potential of the wetlands. The wetlands will also help to 
clean runoff running south towards the public water supply (appendix maps 
a & b, p. 19 & 20). The potential for hazardous runoff on the site comes from 
potential contamination sites to the west, in the City center (appendix map e, 
p.23 ).  This should be considered during the design process. 
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site analysis
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restoration and protection is needed for wildlife, vegetation and users
N
terres
farm 
site
habitat. The site displays evidence of pocket gophers and deer presence.  
Butterflies, pheasants and other birds are seen regularly on visits to the site. 
Twenty-two rare birds exist in the Sauk River Basin according to the National 
Audobon Society. It is important to enhance and maintain the large 
population and diversity of animal habitat on the site.
microclimate. Most cloudy days occur during November thru January 
and again in March and April. The wind speeds are greater in the fall and 
spring than in the summer at the site.  High humidity effects the area in the 
summer months of July and August (city-data.com, 2009). The site contains 
minimal amounts of tall vegetation and lacks large quantities of older trees, 
therefore, there is a lack of shade on the site. It is suggested to create small 
shade structures at select locations on the site. These structures could also 
provide wind protection in the windy months.
accessibility. Slopes on the site range from flat terrain on most of the site 
to steep, accessible slopes along the road and internal ditches.  Because of 
minimal slope the site is highly accessible and will need minimal grading 
during construction.  The homestead road access is raised and may need 
steps or a winding ramp to keep slopes less than 8%.  A possible addition to 
the design to aid in trail connection and keep accessibility high are the use 
of berms and wood decking.  These tools will bring the amenities of the site 
closer to the users. There are five proposed access points (see inset map) 
to the site that provide alternative access for different users.  The entrance 
along River Street is programmed for auto access while the cartway 
entrance is suggested for pedestrians.  The city park entrance could be 
created with the use of an existing easement seen in the image on the right.
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site analysis
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vegetation.  Surrounding the wetlands, grasses such as brome and 
reed canary grass exist.  Red oiser dogwood, box elder, curly dock, 
willow, and goldenrod line the wetlands and ditch on the site.  There 
are native grasses and wildflowers throughout the majority of the 
site. Near the existing farm house a dense canopy exists filled with 
oak and pine.  Along the entrance road to the farm site mature trees 
of 30 to 50 feet exist, native elm and oak are the main species. It 
is suggested to keep all vegetation on the site except the invasive 
buckthorn near the center of the site along the southern border.  
With a small group of volunteers over a weekend these plants could 
be removed and save the entire site from invasion.
soils. Most of the soils on the site have moderate levels of infiltration 
when thoroughly wet. The soils are moderately coarse in texture 
and are designated as prime farmland soils, especially if drained.  
The majority of these soils fall under the classification of a Group 
B  or Group A/B designation by the US Department of Agriculture 
in the Unified System of classifying soils (see appendix maps c, d 
& g p. 21, 22 & 25 ). A further soil study by a professional is needed 
to determine further information.  From the available date, it can 
be assumed that there are no areas to be avoided because of soil 
structure.  The site is suitable for trail development.
Bull Thistle (Cirsium vulgare),  one of many wildflower species on the Terres Farm site. 
Large Bees and American Goldfinches favor this  flower.
site analysis
wetland restoration
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The site is prime for wetland restoration in addition to the highly 
accessible walking trails and spectacular views.  With the help 
of Greg Betchold, Stearns County Environmental Services Wetlands 
Specialist, the wetland areas were roughly delineated (see map on p.8).  
He suggested to use drain plugs at the southern, or low end of the ponds 
to create drainage.  These drain plugs should be installed at greater than 
a 10:1 ratio below the water surface and 5:1 above for greatest success.  
These ratios allow for the least problems from muskrats and other wildlife. 
Geotextile fabric should be laid along the output of the plug. Add rip-
rap (larger boulders) along the input and output for stability and visual 
interest. The plants surrounding the pond are currently comprised of 
native species.  These plants should continue to thrive in the area and any 
invasive species such as buckthorn should be removed. The Sauk River 
Watershed District, US Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park Service 
can be of further assistance in the construction and maintenance of the 
ponds and surrounding wetlands.
Greg Betchtold and Roger Rothsteindetermine wetlands on Terres Farm site
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materials
Source: www.fhwa.gov
These types of boardwalks can be used within the southern portion of the 
site bring the user closer to wetlands and native plants found at Terres Farm.
Source: www.americantrail.org
Simple and cost effective materials will be used to construct trails 
at the Terres Farm site.  These materials will help to keep the natural 
features of the site in tact and also allow for low maintenance.  
The trails will be made from mulch donated by a local 
manufacturing company.  It is suggested that shaved mulch is used 
rather than wood chips (Seybert, 2006).  The wood chips could 
migrate to the wetlands and cause dams in the pond drain plugs 
causing maintenance issues.
Along the trails there are some wet areas, specifically on the 
southern portion of the site. Here it is recommended to use lumber 
to form simple boardwalks (Trail Planning, Design and Development 
Guidelines, 2007). The decks will create highly accessible areas for 
users to enjoy the natural qualities of the site such as wetlands and 
native plants. People will be able to touch nature and experience 
the natural features of the site through a tactile experience on these 
boardwalks that does not have the challenge of walking through 
water or up or down steep slopes.  If possible, reuse wood from 
other projects.  This could be another opportunity for donation of 
materials and service for City of St. Martin residents.
On the Northern portion of the site berms can be used to form 
connections between wetlands. The wood decking bridge pictured 
to the left can be used to cross the ditch on the central portion of 
the site. 
The design of trails is based on the importance of user needs and 
numerous visits to the site.  The community requested a rolling, 
easily accessible trail system that young and old community 
members can use.  The trails meander through the 54 acre site at 
slopes no greater than 6%.  There is one point on the eastern side of 
the site along the farmstead entrance road that will require steps.  
Along the mulched trails there are many points to stop, rest and 
experience the incredible views the site offers.  It is suggested that 
these stops include some sort of bench and shade structure to aid in 
the multi-generational use of the trails.  There are other points along 
the trail system that require wood decking systems, boardwalks.  
These can bring trail visitors closer to parts of nature not always 
accessible because of wet conditions and uneven terrain.  The small 
ditch that will run between the northern and southern ponds on 
the site will require small foot bridges at some points for crossing. 
The ditch will be filled with water after a rainfall as the pond drain 
from north to south and there may be standing water at times.  
Both wooden structures should be in the range of 6 to 8 feet.  As 
mentioned, the use of berms can replace the decking in places on 
the northeastern corner of the site.
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design
Water pump, Terres Farm Homestead
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This image represents the trail extending from 
the eastern access road.  The City of St. Martin is 
in the distance.  This point in the trail consists of 
a small berm which brings visitors between two 
restored wetland ponds, a small pond to the left, 
or south, and the largest of the four ponds on 
site to the right, or north.
To the right, or north, the path leads around 
the northern wetland pond and terminates at a 
small parking lot along River Street/County Road 
195.  This parking lot will be able to house ten 
vehicles. 
To the south, or left, the trail continues to an 
overlook at a slight upward slope.  From this 
point one can see the souther portion of the site 
as well as views of the rolling landscape to the 
north and northeast.
Terres Farm walking trail looking west toward the City of St. Martin
design
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Terres Farm Trail System
Concept Plan
1.5+ miles of trails
N
The 54 acre parcel located directly east of the St. Martin town 
center is an ideal starting point for a city trail system.  The trails will 
be accessible to all residents and require minimal maintenance.  
The natural character of the site will be kept in tact. The views 
of the surrounding landscape will be enjoyed from quiet places 
of contemplation on the sides of the trails. The children of the 
community will be able to run and play along the trails while 
learning about the natural features that surround them in St. Martin.
Roger Rothstein told a story about how as child the northern pond 
was used to ice skate on in the winter. He holds fond memories of 
the Terres Farm site and with the creation of this just over 1.5 mile 
trail system new memories can be made by the residents of the City 
of St. Martin.
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Terres Farm site
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